
CHAPTER XI

STATISTICS

) The election statistics published at present are very incom~
f plete. The boards of elections in a few of the largest cities pub-
, lish annual reports which contain electionresults and certain

other statistical data/ and in a few states some election statis-
tics are published in the state blue book, or in some other
form, by state officers, but these are exceptional cases.2Cer-
tain election statistics also appear in privately printed al-
manacs, but these are limited to the most important elections

\and to selected jurisdictio11.s.Ifotle wishes to know the num-

per of registered voters in the various counties of a state, the
Jvote cast at local elections throughout the state in a given year,
the trend of registration a11.dvoting, a comparison of the vote
cast at special elections with other elections, etc., in most states
he would find it practically impossible to secure information.
It would seem that elections, which are the basis of oUr many
governments, are important enough to warrant the publica-
tion of systematic, orderly, regular, and complete statistics.

On the other hand, in the jurisdictions where election stat~
istics are printed, it is very common for them to be given in

. needless detail. For example, the secretary of state of Ohio
published in 1930 a bulky report of Ohio election statistics,
containing 475 pages. The first eighty pages contained sum-
maries of the election results by counties for the various state
officesin the partisan primaries and the general election, the
total registration and vote cast by counties, and a limited
amount of historical material, showing, for example, the
vote cast for candidates for governor in each election since
1803, the vote cast in judicial elections and for presidential

. electors, etc. These statistics are useful and should be pub-
lished, but, it must be added, there follow over three hundred

1 For example, New York, Boston, and Milwaukee.
. California, Ohio, Wisconsin,New York, and other states.
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pages which contain a detailed statement of the vote cast for
governor in the 1926,1928, and 1930 elections, not merely by
counties, but also by precincts throughout the state. No use-
ful purpose is served by such detail. It is an unnecessary pub-
lic expense. The statistics on the vote for governor by coun-
ties would be quite adequate, and statistics for past elections
should be confined to summaries of the entire state. The prac-
tice of publishing the results of the election of various offi-
cers by precincts is very common, but is ill advised. For city
elections the vote cast by wards is sufficient for all purposes.
The same is true of county elections, with the exception that
for rural districts it is necessary to use some other unit; for
example, the legislative district. In state elections the vote
cast for the various candidates by counties is sufficient for ordi-
nary purposes. The publication of election statistics in need- t
less detail adds to the cost of elections and, in the long run, I
tends to cause the publication of all statistics to be discon-f
tinued.

Before discussing the essential statistics of elections which
should be published, it is advisable to take up first the matter
of what office,state or local, should publish them. While there
is some merit in having election statistics printed locally in
the various cities or counties, on the whole the considerations
in favor of publication by a state officefor the entire state out-
weigh the local considerations. We take as a matter of course
the publication of census statistics for every state and city by
the national government. They are more convenient, usable,
and accessible in this form. The same is true of election statis-

tics as applied to the state. Election statistics may be readily
compiled and published by the secretary of state for all elec-
tions within the state each year, and, if kept within reasonable
bounds, at a nominal cost. It would be highly desirable if
this could be done for all of the states.

The statistics of elections may be published as a special
report, in pamphlet form, or as a part of the blue book of the
state, or of a state statistical book, if one is published. On the




